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1. Definitions of language, design features of language and its functions, communicative competence.
2. Types of communication: verbal vs. non-verbal communication, informative vs. persuasive communication.

3. Levels of communication: intrapersonal, interpersonal, group, institutional, mass, global.

4. Subsystems (organizational, political, public, international, intercultural) and circuits (private and public) of communication.  
5. Main approaches to linguistics (e.g. structural linguistics, cognitive linguistics, etc.). 
6. Sociolinguistics. Universalism and relativism. 
7. The notion of language transfer and interference. 
8. The notion of language communication and its basic models. 
9. The language of politics: basic communicative strategies, newspeak, propaganda, persuasion and manipulation.
10. Syntactic functions. Types of English sentences and their characteristics. 
11. Semantic relations among words (synonymy, antonymy, homophony, homonymy, metonymy, etc.).

12. Semantic relations among sentences (paraphrase, contradiction, entailment).
13. How are new words formed in languages? What are the word formation processes in English?

14. Negation in English.

15. Characteristic features of English vowels and consonants.

16. Language standard, grammaticality and acceptability; prescriptive and descriptive grammar.  
17. Speech acts and their types.  
18. Characteristics of Old English. The Norman Conquest and its consequences on the English language. 
19. Identity in the Anglo-Saxon countries; elements of the Anglo-Saxon culture. 
20. The British Monarchy; the concept the British Constitution. 
21. Reformation and its consequences. The structure and role of the Anglican Church. 
22. The taxonomy of literary kinds and genres.
23. British poetry and prose in the 18th and 19th century in view of social and political issues. 
24. The methodology of interpreting literary texts and works of art on the basis of their historical context. 
25. Theory of literature vs. interpretation. Limits of freedom of interpretation. 
26. The modernist poetics and feminist ideology in works of Virginia Woolf. 
27. The Renaissance literature. The beginnings of sonnet; Elizabethan theatre; William Shakespeare’s plays. 
28. The picture of reality in Victorian and modernist fiction. 
29. Criticism of Victorian morality in poetry and fiction. 
30. The picture of English society in Charles Dickens’ novels.
31. Joseph Conrad: an English writer, a Pole, a European. The reflection of Conrad’s outlook in his literary works.
32. The themes of Georgian and War poetry: the reflection of political and social problems of the post-war British society.  
33. Mysticism in Walt Whitman’s poetry.
34. Romanticism in American literature. 
35. American realism and naturalism in prose: characteristic features, writers and their works.  
36. Transcendentalism: main writers and works, influences. 
37. American transcendentalism according to Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau; the definition of human identity, nature as a material manifestation of spiritual governance. 
38. The concept of the Critical Period. Define acquisition and learning on the basis of the Monitor Model by Stephen Krashen.
39. Language Acquisition Device according to Noam Chomsky. Explain the process of language acquisition as hypothesis testing.
40. The concept of Interlanguage. Name five cognitive processes influencing its development. Explain fossilization and backsliding.

